[Chlamydia pneumoniae chronic infection in the development of arteriosclerosis].
On the basis of several epidemiological investigations performed simultaneously in the eighties and then in early nineties, a presumption has been put forward that is a relationship between the incidence of arteriosclerosis, especially of the coronary arteries and the presence of antibodies against antigens of Chlamydia pneumoniae in the blood serum. These investigations revealed that an infections by Chlamydia pneumoniae is an independent risk factor in the development of arteriosclerosis as well as hypertension, cigarette smoking and increased level of lipids in the blood serum. The present work is a survey of the current literature on the subject of presumable role of these bacteria in the process of arteriosclerosis. Clinical and epidemiological reports have been presented and two investigations on the animal models using rabbits and mice have been discussed. On the basis of the presented studies, it can be observed that Chlamydia pneumoniae has a specific tendency to accumulate not only in the respiratory system, but also in the arteries affected by arteriosclerosis. However, studies of the relationship between an infections by these bacteria and development of arteriosclerosis are far from final explanation of this problem.